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Pole Tagging

Small boat close approaches

Potential for strong reactions 

Can be stressful, dangerous

NMFS 
#18636-01



Democratizing Science

Noninvasive Health Assessments

Novel Tools and Methods

DFWR
Drones for Whale Research 
Program
at Ocean Alliance





Feasibility Study



CATS tags and DTAGs

● Using “off the shelf” tags



Initial designs
Deployment of biologging tags on free swimming 
large whales using uncrewed aerial systems
              rsos.221376



2022 Field Test

G O E S  T A G G I N G





CATS tags and DTAGs





First Field Test Results

Successfully deployed 20+ CATS and DTAGs blue and fin whales



First Field Test Results

Successfully deployed 20+ CATS and DTAGs blue and fin whales

58% overall success rate 
(21 attachments/36 drops)

62%

50%

58%
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North Atlantic Right Whales

NMFS #24359
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